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 far to confirm the observations of our author. This distinguished
 Parisian physiologist finds that the blood in the veins of the
 kidney and salivary glands, when these are performing their
 functions, is red, diffluent, and sometimes even will form no
 coagulum ; while when the organ is in a state of repose, the ;
 venous blood is black, and presents a firm clot. j

 Passing over some remarks on other facts in relation
 to the state of the blood in the body after death, we give, in j
 the author's words, the summary of this chapter. j

 "1. In cases of immediately sudden death (death by elec- j
 tricity excepted), the blood coagulates as a general rule, with j

 moderate firmness, and in the ordinary mode, that is, by separ
 ating into two parts?simple red clot and serum : but this pro
 cess is quickened or delayed according as the circulatory canals
 are opened early, or left unopened. j

 " 2. In states of the body in which the blood is superfi- j
 brinised, either from active hyperinosis, or from relative in
 crease of fibrine, there is often a modified form of coagulation,
 consisting of a separation of blood into three parts ; viz., fibrine
 isolated, blood-corpuscles isolated or mixed up and held toge
 ther by fibrine, and serum.

 "3. In instances where life is destroyed by gradual arrest of
 respiration, the phenomenon of coagulation is only feebly exhi
 bited ; and the same law obtains in cases where death is in
 duced by electricity, sudden exposure to intense heat or cold,
 the narcotics, and the alkalies.

 " 4. An enfeebled movement of the blood in any part of the
 circulatory system is favourable to coagulation, and this espe
 cially if the respiration continue free.

 " 5. By throwing into the circulation a large quantity of
 water, the process of coagulation may be prevented. Antimony
 produces a similar effect in many cases ; that the like result
 may follow death from certain natural causes, as from cya
 nosis ; and the same effect has been observed by various
 authors to follow deaths from poisoning by phosphorus, arsenic,
 and amylene ; as well as deaths from cholera, yellow fever,
 typhus, and uraemia.

 " 0. The cause of imperfect coagulability of blood would
 appear to be due to one of two causes?to a positive deficiency
 in the elaboration of fibrine, or to the fact that the fibrine,
 being elaborated, is held in an abnormal state of solution in
 the liquor sanguinis.

 " 7. Such absence or unusual fluidity of the fibrine is at
 tended, as a general rule, with a modification, consisting pos
 sibly of a partial solution, of the red corpuscles." (pp. 138-0.)

 Tims far, Dr. Richardson has, in the first place, determined
 the amount of knowledge which physiologists possessed of the
 phenomenon of coagulation at the time when he commenced
 his researches; and secondly, he has recorded a series of
 highly important observations on the blood within the
 body under various physiological and pathological states.
 The account of his researches on the influence on coagulation
 of various physical and chemical agencies, must be deferred
 to a future number.

 [To be continued.]

 On Epilepsy and Epileptiform Seizures : their Causes,
 Pathology, and Treatment. By Edw. Henry Sieveking,
 M.D., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians; Physi
 cian to, and Lecturer on Materia Medica at, St. Mary's
 Hospital, etc. pp. 207. London : Churchill. 1858.

 Of all subjects, epilepsy is, perhaps, the most unsatisfactory
 which a medical writer can discuss. Its pathology is con
 sidered fair game for the hypothetical speculator; while its
 treatment has been, for the most part, the prey of blind empi
 ricism. But there can be no doubt that we are, though slowly,
 making some advance towards the comprehension of this dis
 ease ; and, so far as the present state of our knowledge enables
 a good book to be written on the subject, Dr. Sieveking has
 performed the task which he has undertaken in a most creditable
 manner. And there is this special reason for placing confi
 dence in him, that he professes not to have attained perfection,
 but merely to have contributed his share towards the elucida
 tion of epilepsy. The perusal of this work will instruct in
 more ways than one.
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 MEDICAL REFORM.
 Our readers will learn with a smile that still another Bill on

 Medical Reform has been added to the two already before
 Parliament. We scarcely conceived it possible that the Comnites,

 homoeopaths, and herbalists, would remain quiet under pro
 spect of a Bill intended to remove them from good and true
 men; and our anticipations have been correct. Tom Duncombe,
 the man of the five points?Tom Duncombe, who is the self
 constituted champion and speaker of the Anti-every-consti
 tuted-authority Society?comes out with his Bill, and no doubt
 intends to make a noise about it if he can do little else. For

 the next month the papers, without doubt, will teem with
 reports of the presentation of petitions in favour of the only
 Bill that provides for the medical liberty of the subject! We
 do not, indeed, find much difference between Mr. Duncombe's
 Bill and others upon the questions of reciprocity of prac
 tice and registration ; and he is marvellously conserva
 tive as far as the old Colleges and Universities go, whose
 authority, both to examine and grant licenses to practise, he
 would maintain ; these are all matters indeed of indifference

 to him, as long as he can manage to put upon the statute
 book the following comprehensive clause:?

 vii. It shall be lawful for Her Majesty, by and with the ad
 vice of Her Majesty's Privy Council, to extend the right of
 giving diplomas or certificates of license to practise the me
 dical and surgical art to any new medical body, when the
 members of such bodies shall amount to five hundred or up
 wards, provided it can be proved that the foregoing examining
 bodies do not provide means to enable the public to realise the
 certainty that the examination by these bodies tests sufficiently
 the knowledge required for the safety of the public; and the
 diplomas or the certificates given by the new examining body
 shall be evidence of the qualifications required to be possessed
 by persons to be registered under this Act, and persons having
 the certificate or the diploma of such examining body shall be
 registered under this Act, and shall have all the privileges con
 ferred by this Act.

 i Now's your time, as the Times remarked the other day, walk

 | up, herbalists, Coffinites, and homoeopaths; medical botanists
 throw up your caps. Mr. Duncombe smacks the enticing
 pictured canvas of his caravan, and invites you all to come
 forward and get what you can in the general scramble. No
 matter how absurd; no matter how knavish; no matter how dan

 gerous your creed; gather together but five hundred of you,
 and you shall have the right of giving diplomas! No General
 Council shall regulate your affairs, or see that common sense
 has anything to do with your principles; there shall be liberty
 to all under Tom Duncombe's famous Bill. Really we must
 apologise for taking up the attention of our readers with such
 trash, but it will serve to show how far impudence and assur

 I ance would go if it could.

 The deputation from the medical corporations to Lord
 i Derby on Tuesday week last, has tended to show what sporting
 I men call the probable " lie of the country" with respect to the
 part Government will take in the forthcoming struggle of the
 Bill. Lord Elcho is clearly hors de combat; and, as far as we
 I can see, Mr. Cowper is master of the field. Lord Derby and
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